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1 . IN A SIGNIFICANT MOVE YESTERDAY, THE MELBURNE BRANCH 
OFTHE WATERSIDE WORKERS FEDERATION VOTED BY A RESOUNDING 
THREE TO ONE MAJORITY TO ENDORSE THE ACTU'S DECISION ON 
HANDLING URANIUM EXPORTS, THUS REMOVING A MAJOR REMAINING 
BARRER TO "YELLOWCAKE" SHIPMENTS, AND INFLICTING A SHARP 
REVERSE UPON LEFT-WING MELBOURNE UNION LEADERS WHO HAVE 
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BEEN AMONG THE MOST VERIFEROUS (AND OCCASIONALLY 
VIOLENT) FOES OF URANIUM DEVELOPMENT IN AUSTRALIA. 

2. FROM A "URANIUM"STANPOINT, THE MELBOURNE WWF 
MOVE IS A BENCHMARK IN THE INCREASING ACCEPTANCE BY 
AUSTRALIANS THAT THE WORLD HAS INDEED MOVED INTO THE 
NUCLEAR AGE, AND THEIR CHOICE IS TO "OP IN." A REDENT 
SURVEY, CONDUCTED BY AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL OPINION POLLS 
(ANOP) FOR THE JAPANESE, TURNED UP THE STARTLING FACT 
THAT 53 PERCENT OF AUSTRALIANS NOW SUPPORT URANIUM DE- 
VELOPENT, WITH ONLY 34 PERCENT OPPOSED. THIS MARKS A 
FAIRLY EVENLY DIVIDED ON THE ISSUE. 

3. FROM A "LABOR" STANDPOINT, THE MELBOURNE WWF VOTE 

MARKS YET ANOTHER IN A SERIES OF IMPORTANT SHIFTS BY WORKERS TO 
REJECT THE APPEALS OF LEFT-WING IDEOLOGUES WHO HAVE HITHERTO EXERCISED 

A DISPROPORTIONATE INFLUENCE IN THE UNION MOVEMENT. BRANCH 
SECRETARY TED BULL VACATED HIS CHAIR TO SPEAK AGAINT ACTU 
POLICY AND REPEAT HIS INSISTENCE UPON A TOTAL BAN AGAINST 
HANDLING URANIUM. THE 1800 MEN WHO ATTENDED THE BRANCH 
MEETING IN MELBOURNE, HOWEVER, OVERWHELMINGLY CHOSE TO 
BACK ACTU POLICY. THE HARD CORE ANTI-URANIUM FORCES CAN 
BE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE TO KICK UP A FUSS WHENEVER THEY 
CAN, AND ISOLATED UNIONS MAY CAUSE LOCAL PROBLEMS, BUT 
THE MAJOR BATTLE NOW APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN WON. 
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4. THE FEDERAL SECRETARY OF THE WWF, CHARLIE FITZGIBBON, 

WAS QUOTED IN SYDNEY BY THE PRESS AFTER THE MELBOURNE 
DECISION AS SAYING "THE MATTER WAS THOROUGHLY VENTILATED 
AT THE MEETING, AND MEMBERS OF THE FEDERATION HAVE NOW 
CLEARLY INDICATED THEIR POSITIONS. THE ACTU DECISION 

NOW BECOMES FEDERATION POLICY, TO BE CARRIED OUT BY ALL 
BRANCHES." IN CASE THERE WAS ANY REMAINING DOUBT ABOUT 
THE MELBOURNE APPLICATION OF THE DECISION, THE MELBOURNE 
WWF BRANCH ACTING SECRETARY, MICK O'NEILL, SAID THAT IT 
HAD BEEN DECIDED THAT THE UNION SHOULD MAKE ITS LABOR 
AVAILABLE "TO FACILITATE THE HONORING OF EXISTING EXPORT 
CONTRACTS" FROM THE MARY KATHLEEN MINE OUTPUT AND THE GOA 
STOCKPILE AT LUCAS HEIGHTS. 

5. IN A RELATED MOVE (REPORTED SEPTEL). PERHAPS INTEMDED TO 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE GROWING MOVEMENT TOWARDS NORMALIZATION OF 
URANIUM HANDLING, DEPUTYPRIME MINISTER (AND MINISTER FOR 
NATURAL RESURCES) DOUG ANTHONY IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID YESTER- 
DAY THAT PRODUCTION AT MARY KATHLEEN AND EXISTING GOA STOCKS 
OF YELLOWCAKE AT LUCAS HEIGHTS WERE PROBABLY INSUFFICIENT 
TO HONOR EXISTING CONTRACTS AND IT WOULD THEREFORE BE 
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NECESSARY TO PROCEED WITH DEVELOPMENT OF AT LEAST TWO 
NEW ADDITIONAL AUSTRALIAN URANIUM PROJECTS AT THE START 
OF THE 1980S. 

ALSTON 
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